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certain.    The present was so delightful,  and the enjoy-
ment of her society had been  so  constant and complete,
that  he had ever driven the future from his  considera-
tion.   Had the conduct of Theodora been different, had she
deigned to practise on his affections, appealed to his sen-
sibility,  stimulated or piqued  his vanity,   it might have
been  otherwise.    In  the distraction of his heart, or the
disturbance of his temper, he might have arrived at con-
clusions, and even expressed them, incompatible with the
exquisite   and   even  sublime   friendship,   which   had so
strangely and beautifully arisen, like a palace in a dream,
and  absorbed  his   being.    Although   their   acquaintance
could hardly be numbered by months, there was no living
persor of whom he had seen so much, or to whom he had
opened his heart and mind with such profuse ingenuous-
ness.    Nor   on her   part,   though   apparently  shrinking
from egotism, had there ever been any intellectual reserve.
On the contrary, although never authoritative, and even
when touching on her convictions, suggesting rather than
dictating them, Lothair could not but feel that during the
happy period he had passed in her society, not only his
taste had refined but his mind had considerably opened;
his views had become larger, his sympathies had expanded;
he considered with charity things and even persons from
whom a year ago he would have recoiled with alarm or
aversion.

The time during which Theodora had been his com-
panion was the happiest period of his life. It was more
than that; he could conceive no felicity greater, and all
that he desired was that it should endure. Since they
first met, scarcely four and twenty hours had passed with-
out his being in her presence ; and now, notwithstanding
the novelty and the variety of the objects around him, and .
the vast, and urgent, and personal interest which they in-
volved, he felt a want which meeting her, or the daily